SURNAME     5

Name
Course 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Professor 
Date
Gilgamesh and Odyssey: Comparisons and common themes
The ancient Greek and Sumerian history have continued to awe contemporary literature and archeology enthusiasts centuries after it disappeared from the earth. The Greek period perhaps remains to be one of the most distinguished historical times in world history. Ancient Greece and Mesopotamia produced some of the most renowned philosophers, astronomers, theorists, scientists, historians, and literal geniuses. Notably, it is interesting how the masterpieces from that era have managed to survive, considering that paper, ink, and modern writing had not been invented. 
The ancient Greek and Mesopotamia period saw two of the epic works of literature; the Odyssey by Homer and the epic of Gilgamesh, which have been translated severally over the years. Despite being written ages apart, the two literal masterpieces bear distinct similarities, both thematic and reliance on Greek mythological gods and goddesses. Contemporary literal critics have drawn parallels between the two works, often suggesting that Odyssey draws inspiration from Gilgamesh. In both works, the main protagonists embark on a journey to the ends of the world to pursue immortality and understand death and life. In this essay, I will present the synopsis of the two works, noting their similarities and drawing thematic parallels, and noting lessons the modern literal enthusiastic can gain from the two masterpieces. 
Before delving into thematic comparisons, it is prudent to offer a brief synopsis of the two works, noting the main characters, the settings, and the challenges that ultimately lead to their fate. Odyssey is set to post the Trojan War, in which we meet Odysseus, the King of a small island nation, Ithaca, who is trapped in a lengthy sea voyage after he angered Poseidon, the god of the sea. Odysseus has a son Telemachus, who was an infant when Odysseus left for the war. Telemachus is twenty years and lives with his mother, Penelope, and a group of suitors who are out to claim his mother's hand in marriage after her husband has been missing for years. Athena, the goddess who protects Odysseus, visits Telemachus and encourages him to embark on a voyage to rescue his father. The tale then shifts focus onto a take by Odysseus on his adventures as a captive of Calypso, a sea goddess. Through Odysseus' story, we get to embark on an epic journey full of adventure, deceit, betrayal, comradeship, friendship, a quest for immortality, and a longing for home and family. 
On the other hand, the epic of Gilgamesh is set in ancient Mesopotamia. The classical masterpiece is an epic tale of friendship, sacrifice, comradeship, honor, and glory. Gilgamesh is divided into two distinct parts that cover the main protagonists' journey and exploits, Gilgamesh, the King of Uruk, and Enkidu, a man created by the gods to keep the King in check. We are introduced to Enkidu, who, after civilization through a sexual affair with a prostitute, travels to Gilgamesh's kingdom to challenge the King to contest. The two protagonists form an instant friendship and embark on a quest to a mystical forest, Cedar, where Enkidu is struck dead by the gods. In the next part of the story, we see a distraught Gilgamesh who has severely stressed the death of his newfound friend. Gilgamesh embarks on a second journey marred by a myriad of challenges to seeking the answers to immortality. Ultimately, Gilgamesh discovers that he would never find the answers he sought as the secrets of life and death were a mystery of the gods.
The poem Odysseus and Gilgamesh have one fundamental similarity; both literature masterpieces prominently feature Kings who embark on adventurous journeys. They must grapple with many obstacles, challenges, gods, and goddesses as they seek answers to life and immortality secrets. In both works of literature, the authors depict the actions that define good kings; bravery, compassion, and sacrifice for their subjects. 
The theme of bravery and courage is also common in both works. Through the word and actions of the characters, the reader is presented with incidents that demonstrate the value placed on bravery in ancient civilizations.  In Gilgamesh, Enkidu and Gilgamesh have to embark on a dangerous quest into a mystical forest guarded by a dangerous creature, Humbaba, described in paragraph 225: "his speech is fire; his breath is death…who is there would venture into his forest?" (Whitehorne. p 19). Despite being threatened by Humbaba, Enkidu and Gilgamesh battle and defeat him, ultimately slaying him and his seven sons. In Odyssey, the main protagonist's life is characterized by bravery. Odysseus embarks on many quests and adventures and faces many challenges on his long journey home. When Polyphemus traps him and his warriors, a cannibal who eats his men, Odysseus displays bravery when he deceives and blinds Polyphemus and ultimately frees his warriors. (Peter. p 99)
Wandering is also a prevalent theme in Odyssey and Gilgamesh. In Odyssey, the main protagonist describes his adventures and experiences in the long journey home in detail. The main character describes his experiences in two contrasting themes; being concealed and finding his way home. Interestingly, the name of the goddess who holds Odysseus, Calypso, means to "hide" or "conceal." When he manages to break free from the goddesses' hold, Odysseus encounters mystical beings, showing that he is in a world where he does not exert much control. Similarly, the theme of wandering is also evident in the poem Gilgamesh. The two main protagonists embark on a mystical quest to encounter magical beings who are terrific and awful. 
Gilgamesh and Odyssey both have the theme of longing for homecoming as a significant influence on how the main and auxiliary characters behave. All of Odysseus' actions and struggles ultimately lead to the instant he gets home to his wife, despite disguising himself as a peasant; when Odysseus is stranded at the shores of Ithaca, his home, a guardian goddess steps in to make his travel home possible.  In addition, we see Telemachus, Odysseus' son, evading his mother's suitors who have plotted to kill him as he makes his way home. When Odysseus and Telemachus unite at the Eumaeus' house, they plan to kill all the suitors who are still making merry at their home.  As son and father reunite for a common goal, they prepare themselves for a triumphant entry into their home, although Odysseus remains disguised to see if his wife remains faithful to him despite the long years they have been away. In Gilgamesh, the theme of longing for home is also present. When Gilgamesh and Enkidu are preparing to go into the forest of Cedar, Gilgamesh breaks into a monologue in which he expresses his longing and desire to return home safely. Gilgamesh says: "on my return, I will celebrate New Year twice over; I will celebrate the festival twice in the year…" (Whitehorne. p 21)

Another common theme in both the literal masterpieces is that of testing. Characters in both works are continuously being tested, either by the gods or by others. In Odyssey, the main character tests the loyalty of other characters in the story. (Thornton and Agathe. pp 35-45) For instance, when he returns home, Odysseus tests the loyalty of Penelope by disguising himself as a beggar and wins a tournament placed to choose the best suitor for his wife. After that, he also tests the loyalty of his servant to determine who remained loyal to him and those who betrayed him by having sexual relationships with the suitors lodging at the palace. When he reveals who he is, Odysseus is also tested to confirm his identity. His wife also tests him using specifics of their bed that only her real husband would comprehend. In comparison, Gilgamesh also portrays the theme of testing. When the main protagonists, Gilgamesh and Enkidu, meet, the latter has been sent by the gods to test the former as a means of taming his brutality and cruelty towards his subjects. Later on in the poem, the protagonists have to endure the ultimate test of bravery, honor, and courage as they face monsters in the forests.
In conclusion, it is undoubtedly that the Epic of Gilgamesh and Odyssey are some of the earliest literal works of literature ever produced by man. The two have been translated over the years, with different generations of translators and literature scholars attempting to fill in the gaps in the stories that resulted from the loss or damage of the original manuscripts. Nevertheless, the original meanings and plot have not been lost in the translations. They still teach us many valuable lessons today about family, the value of friendships, loyalty, courage, and honor. Undoubtedly, the two works are worth the time of any reader who appreciates historical masterpieces that remain relevant and engaging centuries later after they were authored.
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